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coming struggle for supremacy. Charles at last trusted Wentworth absolutely and showed his confidence by creating him Earl of Strafford in January 1640. As long as he was in England he dominated the council board, and even the Court intrigues against him were, for the moment, silenced. He returned to Dublin in March to open the Irish Parliament, which cheerfully voted four subsidies for the war, and he then, in spite of a dangerous illness, hurried back to England, where the new House of Commons was already proving recalcitrant.
This body, known as the Short Parliament, met on April 13, 1640. Most of the Members were young and inexperienced, so the lead naturally fell to John Pym, one of the few who had sat in the Commons several times already and who had had plenty of time to think things over since the dissolution of 1629. Except towards Papists, he had hitherto appeared as a moderate, and now he made a very long, moderately worded speech on grievances, declaring the illegality of ship-money, monopolies, coat- and conduct-money (a method of raising money for clothing troops), tunnage and poundage - in fact, all the ways the King had tried for carrying on the Government without calling Parliament. He concluded by saying that the intermission of Parliament was the greatest national grievance. The speech was much applauded, but it was the opening sentence that expressed his whole political creed. He said that Parliament (by which he meant the House of Commons) was the soul of the body politic. This had been Eliot's belief, but Eliot had been too violent to establish it as a sober truth, even